
 

1 
 

Welcome Speech by Prof. Dr. Ram Kantha Makaju 

Shrestha, the Vice Chancellor, Kathmandu University,  

in the 20th Convocation Ceremony 

(December 12, 2014) 

 

 

Respected Rt. Honorable Prime Minister and Chancellor 

Shri Sushil Koirala, 

Honorable Minister for Education and Pro-chancellor 

Chitralekha Yadav,  

The Chief Guest for today, the Doyen of Nepali Folk 

Culture, Dr. Satya Mohan Joshi, 

Members of the Senate, 

Members of the Board of Trustees, 

Members of the KU family, 

Journalists, distinguished guests,  

And my dear graduates and parents, 

 

 

I am extremely pleased to welcome you all today, on this 

very important day. It’s a festive day of great achievement 

and celebration. Because, in the twentieth convocation, a 

total of two thousand two hundred and eighty three 

candidates have been graduated, out of which one thousand 

and thirty seven were graduated from Medical programmes 
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in the first phase, and today one thousand two hundred and 

fourty-six candidates are graduating. Among them, 10.26 

percent are from seventeen different countries while 43.26 

percent graduates are female. By this day, Kathmandu 

University has produced eighteen thousand one hundred 

and ninety-one quality graduates, which I consider to be an 

important achievement of this university. 

 

As every year, this day holds a special significance to all of 

us. It is a day, when we celebrate and acknowledge the 

success gained through years of hard work of our students, 

immeasurable support of the parents and family members, 

incomparable dedication of the teachers and the staffs of the 

university, unparalleled warmth and care of the 

communities, where Kathmandu University and all its 

affiliated institutions lie, and the immense trust of all our 

supporters and well-wishers. So, as always, I would first 

like to ask every body to give a standing ovation to the 

parents and family members of our students, teachers and 

staffs of our university, community members and all our 

supporters and well-wishers. 
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My dear graduates, it is a moment of great joy and pride to 

us to see you today. I do not have a faintest doubt that you 

are the best of the best.  I know, you will have no problem 

getting into some of the best institutions in the world and 

even be influential individuals in such places. You might 

have some ups and downs but I know, ultimately almost all 

of you will have very successful professional career.  

 

Today, let me tell you something from the deepest corner of 

my heart. As much as I am proud of your achievements, I 

also get concerned about the way values are shifting in our 

society, mainly with regards to the use of skills and 

knowledge. I feel disturbed, when I see how most of our 

society defines success by where you have reached, what 

you have owned, what status you hold, and in many cases 

how soon you can leave and disown this country. I get 

worried with this fast-track version of career development. 

So, if you allow me to voice some of my concerns that 

pertain not just to you but to the entire young generation of 

this country, that relate not just to us, but the entire 

leadership of the country in every sector. 

 



 

4 
 

Let me begin this by sharing you my own story. As most of 

you might know, I returned to Nepal after spending more 

than one and half decades abroad. Except for the few, 

almost everyone advised me that I was making a decision 

that would be disastrous to my career and the risk was too 

great to be taken. It was a time when the country was 

heading towards one of the worst turmoil in history and it 

was a time that in fact was the beginning of what we see 

now as the unprecedented exodus of the youths to foreign 

countries in search of opportunities. I was fortunate to have 

an unparalleled team of supporters, co-workers and 

community but still there has not been a single day that 

tested my patience, perseverance and constantly challenged 

me. So, let me tell you today, what keeps me going 

irrespective of the challenges I face every day! Let me tell 

you who gives me all the energy I need every single day!  

 

My dear graduates, it is the youths like you whom I meet 

every single day, whom I see every where, from the 

premises of this university, to the fields in the villages, from 

the streets of the cities to the trails in the mountains, from 

the fancy offices at the high-rising buildings to the 

riverbeds, where I see them breaking stones with a hammer 
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using nothing, but their own hands, hands like yours and 

mine.  

 

They are the ones who inspire me, intrigue me, challenge 

me and question me.  

 

In the eyes of these youths, I see questions asked to me, to 

all the privileged people like us, to all the educated and 

capable people like us, who, if they want, have far more 

capacity to change lives of the marginalised youths of our 

country than anybody else in the world, than any big 

organization in the world. Their eyes ask us, why people 

like us are not doing as much as we should, as much as we 

could?  

 

We try to justify and say that this country is poor and 

disadvantaged, but then, we are wrong, because there is no 

single country on earth that has been blessed with nature as 

much as Nepal is. From the plains of Terai to the frozen 

peaks of the Himalayas, there is nothing, that this country 

doesn’t have in terms of natural beauty, flora and fauna. 
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We try to say that there is nothing to learn here in our 

country but then we are wrong because very few countries 

would parallel the history, heritage and the opportunities of 

learning we have. There are hundreds of people from all 

over the world who come here every year, study or do their 

research works and make scholarly contributions for 

mankind. In fact, it wonders me with the thought that 

Nepal, in itself is a perfect laboratory, an ideal university 

and an incomparable sanctuary for some of the most crucial 

knowledge that the world needs.  

 

So, simply! I have a problem justifying the questions the 

eyes of the youths ask me.  

 

We try to defend and say that oh!! it is because we do not 

have political stability, but then the whole history of 

Kathmandu University and Dhulikhel Hospital tells us the 

exact opposite, that even in the worst times in history and 

the most unstable hours of politics, a team of dedicated 

people can change the course of development. 

 

We try to highlight that it is a country too small for 

employment opportunities but then we realize that no, if we 
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just harness tourism, this can surpass some of the most 

famous countries in the world for tourism, if we just make 

use of our rivers, it can electrify the entire region, if we can 

just utilize our agricultural diversity, it can be a world-class 

producer of some of the most precious materials on earth, 

and the list goes on. 

 

So, what is lacking then? dear graduates! it is the courage to 

face the challenges, the patience to create things, the 

perseverance to keep fighting with the odds, and the ability 

to maintain hope in hours of despair. At Kathmandu 

University, we do not believe in making excuses and hence 

relentlessly we try to open newer horizons for the youths of 

our country. We cannot afford to fail the generation that 

will shape our future. Our success will be defined by how 

we support our youths to help them unleash their potential, 

in every field, in every sector. 

 

To us, success lies not in getting the best degrees in the 

world but rather in using them for helping those who were 

not fortunate to get such opportunities. Success lies not in 

shaking hands with the most powerful people in the world, 

but rather in touching lives of the forgotten people and 
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changing them for better. Success lies not in owning the 

biggest mansions in the city but rather in providing shelter 

to those soaking in rain. To us, success lies not in making 

others bow to your demands but in creating circumstances 

that favor the right. To us, success lies not in what you have 

amassed, but rather in what you have been able to give to 

others. 

 

So, dear graduates! spend a moment to define what success 

means to you. Do not be seduced with the alluring 

opportunities of a comfortable life in a far-away land. 

Rather, lead a purposeful life here albeit full of struggle. 

Take a challenge for which you are so passionate that you 

can take all the risks of losing your comfort and 

convenience. A man is measured not by the privileges and 

opportunities he gets, but by the adversities he faces and the 

obstacles he overcomes. Take a unique challenge that will 

define you. And let me tell you that there will not be any 

place on earth where you will have so many choices to 

choose from, when you want to pick up a challenge. Look 

around you and look inside you. You can do so much to so 

many. Just take a challenge, a unique challenge. To those of 

you who will choose to go abroad to learn newer skills and 
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knowledge, my message is that come back as soon as you 

believe that you can make changes, whatever small it is, 

with the skills you have gained. I did the same and I am 

very proud of what I did.  

 

Let me quote, at this moment, of an American Cultural 

Anthropologist, Margaret Mead, ‘Never doubt that a small 

group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the 

world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.’ 

 

Lastly, I wish, you will be inspired and successful to fulfill 

the duties of a bonafied citizen of Nepal; I wish, your life 

will be exemplery and ideal for the future generation; and I 

wish you all for a pleasant and prosperous future. 

 

Good luck!! 

 

Thank you. 
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