
KU signed a MoU with Nepal Electricity Authority with DoME initiation on 

24 May 2018 

Kathmandu University signed a Memorandum of agreement with Nepal Electricity Authority with 

DoME initiation for the “Utilization of Panauti Hydropower Station as a Joint Venture (JV)” on 

24th May, 2018. The agreement includes utilizing the infrastructures and land present in the site of 

Panauti Power Station for academic purpose, which shall be jointly used by NEA and KU.  

The plant is located at Khopasi of Kavre district, constructed on Roshi Khola. It is a peaking run 

of the river type project, with the installed capacity of 2.4 MW (3 units). The plant, which was 

established in 1965, also has a historical importance being the third hydropower project in the 

country. The project was completed with the assistance from USSR Government.  

The agreement was signed by Vice Chancellor of KU, Prof. Dr. Ram Kantha Makaju Shrestha and 

Managing Director of NEA, Mr. Kul Man Ghising. The delegates from KU and NEA visited 

Panauti Power Station, including the Power house, Guest house and Headworks area.  

The team inspected the current condition of the plant and observed the refurbishment works, 

especially in the generation and control unit. The plant visit was then, followed by the agreement 

signing program at the University. 

According to the agreement, KU shall run different PhD, Masters and Bachelors program in the 

site with provisions of some scholarships for NEA members. The plant will be utilized as a “Wet 

Lab” which will be focused on R&D of mechanical and civil structures. Prof. Dr. Makaju pointed 

out the future of this power station as a knowledge sharing hub between academicians and 

professionals. Mr. Ghising emphasized on research oriented development and how NEA is 

targeting on more R&Ds for achieving the ambitious goal of electricity production in the country.  
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