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Welcome Speech  

by  

Prof. Dr. Ram Kantha Makaju Shrestha, Vice Chancellor 

 

Inaugural Ceremony of the Silver Jubilee Celebration of Kathmandu University 

 

Rt. Hon’ble President of Nepal, Bidhya Devi Bhandari, Chief Guest of the special ceremony 

Rt. Hon’ble Prime Minister, and Chancellor of Kathmandu University, KP Sharma Oli 

Hon’ble Minister of Education, and Pro-Chancellor, Giriraj Mani Pokhrel 

Chairman, and Members of the Board of Trustees 

Members of the Senate 

Officials, faculties and staffs of Kathmandu University  

Students, media persons and intellectuals  

Local well-wishers and other guests 

 

I extend heartfelt gratitude to Rt. Hon’ble President for accepting our invitation to grace today’s 

ceremony as the Chief Guest. Similarly, on behalf of the University family, I express 

gratefulness to Rt. Hon’ble Prime Minister for presiding over the main Silver Jubilee organizing 

body.  

 

Established in 1991 by an Act of Parliament, through a non-governmental initiative, Kathmandu 

University (KU) has completed twenty five years this year.  This is why we have decided to 

celebrate its Silver Jubilee magnificently by organizing various meaningful programs. We are 

present today in the inaugural ceremony of the year-long celebration. On this occasion, I would 

like to respectfully remember the contribution of Dr. Suresh Raj Sharma, founding Vice 

Chancellor and his team. I would also like to acknowledge the contribution of the then Prime 

Minister, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the General Secretary of the parliament 

secretariat. 

 

The University is indebted to all those who helped in its formative days. We would acknowledge 

donors from home and abroad who extended personal as well as institutional support for 

infrastructure development; individuals and institutions from home and abroad who extended 

academic collaborations; individuals who helped incur land and the high-quality faculties and 

officials who assisted the launch of programs in new disciplines. The University is able and 

proud to celebrate the Silver Jubilee now simply because of their consistent support and hard 

work. I therefore extend my warm greetings to them as the Vice Chancellor and in my personal 

level.  

 

Twenty five years ago, in this place, where this glorious ceremony is taking place today, there 

was some land owned by the government, bordering the farmlands of local residents. There was 

no electricity, nor telephone, nor clean drinking water. Around this place were a few public 

schools, but their quality was not of desirable standard. There was no opportunity for education 

beyond the SLC, let alone the existence of a hospital of high-quality facilities.  

 

Let us see the status after twenty five years from then. The same place hosts the central premises 

of KU. The University has so far occupied more than 1000 ropanis of land. The building 
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architecture is designed in congruence with the landscape.  The vicinity of three hilltops lined up 

here houses classes from nursery to PhD. Hundreds of engineers, management experts, 

educationists and medical doctors are produced from the University annually. This human 

resource claims the competence to enter into jobs of their choice in any part of the world.  

 

Has it been easy to achieve so much in the world elsewhere?  To those who saw the place twenty 

five years ago, the accomplishments must appear surprising. Let us reflect: Which government 

could construct such infrastructures as these? Which donor country supported with such a huge 

amount of money as would be required? From where did the quality workforce come first to this 

University in order to initiate new programs? We might like to reflect upon many such questions.  

 

We did not get such surprising achievement because someone else worked for us, nor was it 

because someone gave us sufficient money to accomplish our goals. The achievement, simply, is 

the result of the hard works of Nepalis. The infrastructures came up in the way little drops of 

water fill a jar. They were made in the way a little bird builds its nest by carrying bits of clay in 

its tiny beak.  

 

How and why was it possible then? The simple reason is we had a mission to accomplish a new 

and great task. I would, therefore, emphasize that Kathmandu University and Dhulikhel Hospital 

reflect our willpower, commitment and sacrifice. They embody our labor and skills, honesty and 

transparency. These two establishments exemplify the reality that if Nepalis have genuine wish 

to develop their country, they can achieve swift progress in a short period of time.   

 

When KU was envisioned, the educational scenario in Nepal faced a number of limitations. 

Many technical subjects were not taught in the country, nor were there teachers to teach such 

subjects. There were no physical infrastructures and laboratories, nor technicians who could 

operate such laboratories. Technical curricula were not designed. People with potentials to 

develop curricula were given assignments in other disciplines.  Semester system had not been in 

full operation. Nepal had two-year undergraduate system, while other countries had four-year 

system. The level of education, in this sense, was not compatible with that of other countries.  

 

At the same time, other countries of the world were advancing novel researches and studies in 

the fields of science and technology. They were preparing high-quality human resources and 

utilizing such workforce in economic development. In contrast, here, youths were leaving Nepal 

in thousands in search of better higher education opportunities abroad. So, if the education sector 

was left where it was, the country could not have developed thus far.  

 

Around the same time, a small group of people saw a new dream. And while a majority was 

despairing, the group tried to lend optimism by working. They had sweats in their hands, dreams 

in their eyes, hopes in their minds, and faiths in their hearts. They moved forward struggling day 

and night.  Some people abused them, some sneered at them and some tried to knock them down. 

But some people, like you and I, stood by them, lent hands when they were falling and sheltered 

them when they were exhausted. They struggled through difficulties. Thus, having witnessed 

their courage and commitment, the government extended support, non-governmental institutions 

joined hands, local people gave enthusiasm, donor agencies came forward, and political parties 
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expressed their best wishes.  As a result, from this very place, we could present a testimony that 

Nepalis bear great potential to build their nation.  

 

KU ranks among the five thousand best in the twenty thousand universities of the world. This 

ranking places the University, which is just preparing to celebrate its Silver Jubilee, among the 

prominent institutions with a history of four to five hundred years. But comparing our status to 

that of the 1000 best universities during the twenty five years of their establishment, our present 

status does not show us too far behind the world-class institutions of today.  

 

KU has earned reputation in the South Asia. The University’s teaching hospital, Dhulikhel 

Hospital, stands as a quality community hospital in the region. Our graduates have spread to 

different parts of the world. Students from Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas seek to study 

in KU. Foreign nationals who graduated from KU have passed every test in their countries and 

established themselves as successful professionals. We must consider this one of our greatest 

achievements.   

 

We know we must accomplish much more than what we could in the last twenty five years. We 

should then prepare the University’s roadmap for the next twenty five years. Part of it has 

already been determined.  

 

We should develop this location as a University Valley and establish the institution as a genuine 

international center of education and research against the interference of party politics and 

political organizations. We should upgrade the institution as a student-friendly university in 

terms of facilities, attractions and modes of teaching. We should uplift the University among the 

best twenty five institutions of the SAARC region and of the one thousand best worldwide.  To 

accomplish this mission, we must move forward with best thoughts, expressions and deeds.   

 

The University’s Silver Jubilee year is a period of happiness for all of us. It is also an 

opportunity to reflect upon our future responsibilities and to promise more productive efforts and 

actions. We should keep in mind that countries that started hydropower generation after us have 

already become self-reliant; countries with lower annual revenues have outrun us in economic 

development and those that imported food from us have begun to export it to us.   

 

Those countries did not reach that status without adequate foundations. Their quality workforce 

made it possible through courage and labor. We should also use our intellect and reasoning, our 

own resources and means, and educate our human resources to make our country advanced and 

self-reliant. I see five pertinent factors as necessary, such as practical knowledge and skills, 

morality and good conduct, refinement and culture, research and application, and honesty and 

transparency.   

 

These are, in fact, our challenges. I see the need to cash these challenges as our opportunities.  

 

What would be the new role of the University now? Let us find the answer from among 

ourselves. If we are planning to add new dimensions to development in the days ahead, we 

should also set some new visions, accept new tasks and explore new directions. I want to 
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emphasize that our education should ensure promotion and application of wisdom and 

conscience.  

  

I this context, I would like to share with you a few of my convictions.  

 

The first idea I want to emphasize involves education and equity. On a graduation day each year, 

I see in front of me a mass of graduates ecstatic and proud for their achievements. At the same 

time I try to visualize faces of a couple of millions Nepali youths working in adverse situations 

of foreign countries. I feel as if the faces constantly ask me why they could not participate in the 

graduation ceremony along with others.  

 

I would like to put forward similar curiosities today. Why does financial status of the family 

become the first condition for the attainment of quality education? Can’t we do away with this 

situation? When can we proudly say that a laborious and talented person can accomplish higher 

degree in the subjects of his or her choice despite being born in a less affluent family?  

 

The first remedy for this is to make quality education less expensive and more accessible. Can’t 

we introduce a new practice towards this goal? We can. Our greatest difficulty is that we have 

not been able to disseminate what has been proven successful. Can’t we expand the quality 

programs of KU to the mountains, the hills and the plains of the country? 

 

KU is now located at a small place. The location is not big enough. When we initiated Dhulikhel 

Hospital, we had a dream from the outset that we would visit the houses of sick people if they 

could not come to us. As a result we could establish health centers at outlying villages. There is a 

need of such efforts in the field of education as well. Good programs should be taken to the east, 

to the west, to north and to south.  Let us begin our efforts. Let us cooperate with those who have 

dared to work towards this direction. Let us not create hindrances.  May all governmental and 

non-governmental agencies collaborate in such pious effort. Let us understand that development 

will surely accompany the upgrade of an organization.  

 

Establishment of quality educational institutions in villages and cities will lead other types of 

creations. Our success does not lie in settling down in a city having left the village without 

facilities, but in making the village as well-facilitated as the city. Can anyone say we do not have 

resources to help the villages? I am not prepared to give in to pessimism. My strong conviction is 

that we often refrain from exploring necessary resources.  

 

Let us, now, link with education the native resources that enable us to earn revenues. Only then 

we will not have to beat our pates in desperation of how to find money to construct another 

building, provide another scholarship or pay salary to another faculty. Let us, therefore, join 

hands and work. Let us make Kathmandu University a model institution for equitable and quality 

education.   

 

With the current education system, we are giving birth to youths of two categories. The first 

becomes educated and crosses the river of struggle through different opportunities. The other 

remains suppressed and keeps swimming through the waves of life in pain and frustration.  
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This is a problematic system. Let us change it even if the change is insufficient. If we intend to 

run an institution through donations and student fees, we are entitled to fall flat one day. Let us 

not expect much from the government. Let us rather make a few new experiments for generating 

revenues in an organized way.  

  

We certainly have the capacity to do so. Let us, therefore, explore resources in the country itself. 

Be a bit more industrious. Begin novel projects, and courageous campaigns. Create a history.   

 

My second conviction relates to the applicability of education. Our education should not simply 

be confined to paper and mind, and be decorated in certificates and medals. Each educated 

person should touch a few lives, do something good to somebody, and initiate some sort of 

transformation. We should try from all sectors to create such environment. A university should 

be more than a place of teaching. It should be developed as a place where things get done.  The 

proximity between education and development is wide at present. The distance should be 

reduced. So, let us connect with ease each sector of development with the university and reduce 

the gap between the preachers and the doers.  

 

This is not the time to wander in dichotomies such as government-nongovernment, east-west, 

self-others. This is the time to reflect whether we focus on the welfare or harm for Nepalis. Let 

us not bother about the differences among ourselves, but utilize the similarities that we have. 

This is the only surefire remedy for sustaining our self-respects.  This is also the strongest base 

for keeping our national pride high. So, now, let us convert sunlight into energy, water into 

electricity, matured trees into medicines, barren hills into destinations and green fields into 

treasures.  

 

This is why I emphasize: a university should be a space to get things done and show progresses, 

not only a place of routine teaching and comprehension. I am proud that KU is advanced in this 

aspect to a large extent.    

 

My third conviction concerns the interrelationship between development policies and education.  

Until intellectuals are involved in the context of formulating policies, the relation between 

education and development will not become strong. This situation will not benefit anyone.  

Development cannot move ahead in such condition when intellectuals are busy pointing at flaws, 

while policy-makers remain directionless. Let us, therefore, think how cooperation can be 

accomplished. Let us begin to give responsibility to groups of intellectuals. We should be 

involved in such efforts from the outset in order to inculcate best education to our students. 

There can be no better lesson than this when we are to instill in them the sense of responsibility 

about the long-term impacts of their decisions.  

 

My fourth and final conviction is related to the role of other sectors in the field of education. In 

fact, I have not seen a field that is not linked with education. Corporations, societies, media, 

industries among many other fields can be instrumental to the development of education.  

 

We talk about economic, cultural and social revolutions. Which of these, after all, do not have 

connection with education? Let us, then, begin to discuss revolution in education. Let us discuss 

our own indigenous education and education system. Let us recognize our potentials and look 
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outside. Not the height of challenges that stand before us but the ignorance about our 

opportunities despair me more.  

 

It is not necessary to travel as far as Europe and America so as to attain an education equivalent 

to one we get from a university.   Let us learn from the sweats of a youth of an earthquake-hit 

village at a time when relief materials have not reached. Let us learn from the courage of those 

who have not despaired even when the tents where they live are buried in snow.  Do we really 

need to study the biographies of Mao or Gandhi in order to learn the lessons of self-respect?  Let 

us talk with those ladies who have come out to break stones carrying babies in their bosoms. Let 

us meet those who have gone out to build others’ houses even when their own houses and 

properties turned into rubbles. I want to talk about the education that suits such circumstances. I 

say that we need to teach conclusions of our learning from such circumstances as mentioned 

above. Only then people from elsewhere will come to learn from us. This is the essence of 

revolution in education I mean to initiate.   

 

This is a pious task, and a responsibility offered by circumstances. Come, let us walk together. 

Let us move together against pain, diffidence, instability and confusion, whose foundation is 

poverty. Poverty should not overpower us; we should overcome it.  

  

To sum up, I have four urges:  

 

- Make the university a model institution to practice equity 

- Make higher education applicable and compatible with development efforts  

- Synchronize development policies with education  

- Involve each sector of the society in the development of education sector  

 

I emphasize these points simply because Kathmandu University is preparing world-class 

workforce in Nepal and feels connected with the broader Nepalese dream of construction and 

reconstruction.  We are equally faced with the challenge of uplifting Nepal, as well as of 

upgrading KU as a world-class educational destination in the country.  We have the potential to 

accomplish this task. Let us try and we will accomplish. It is our collective responsibility to 

brighten our country’s future.  

 

Finally, once again, I extend warm welcome to Rt. Hon’ble President, Rt. Hon’ble Prime 

Minister, Hon’ble Minister of Education, and all distinguished audience present here for making 

today’s program special and glorious with your presence.  

 

Thank you. 

 

 

11 March 2016 

Kathmandu University 

Dhulikhel  

 


